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The Americanization of Emily

When Ming Li arrived in America in August,
2008, one of the first things she did was
AAmeri canizeodo her name.
easily into AEmMily, 0 ani
one calls her.

The second thing she did was embark on an
aggressive study of English. She enrolled in ESL
classes at Sarasota County Technical Institute in
Venice, where she attends school three nights each
week. She joined Literacy Volunteers and got a
tutor, and she also atte
ternoon Conversation Group at the Venice Public
Library. At both SCTI and LVSSC, Emily is al-
Tutor Robin Blair and student Emily Clayton ready a strong Level Il speaker.

Born in Lanzhou, in the province of Ganzu, China, Emily comes to America with an impressive
education and an extensive work history. With an undergraduate degree in construction (design) &
an advanced Executive MBA degree, Emily spent more than 10 years in international trade and m:
keting, working in China for a large American company as well as starting and running her own bus
ness. She is well traveled, having been to France, Germany, Brazil, Italy, Austria, Indonesia al
America on behalf of her international clients.

Today her life is very different. Emily fell in love with an American and, after more than two years
of getting to know each other, they married. Today Emily lives in Venice with her husband Tom Clay
ton and his mother, Anne.

She acknowledges the difficulty that many ng¢
a person can have a wonderful education and many accomplishments in her career, but when
comes to a new country, she must start at =ze
lously and regards every interaction as an opportunity to learn. She exudes friendliness and cor
dence, and says her first American job will undoubtedly be in a field that is new and differentifor her
and that suits her just fine. She is ready for the challenge. o0 Robin Blair
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President s Cor ne
|l t6s not unusual

on their mi nds,
Japanese wordé. kai zen.

improvement using small incremental steps; it
rhymes with fAdry pen. o
Kaizen philosophy to improve their auto manu-
facturing, but kaizen can also be used by indi-
viduals and nosprofit organizations. For an in-
dividual, it is continuous selfnprovement. Our
students are practicing kaizen as they learn Eng-
lish or reading; small daypy-day improvements
build on each other to produce kidhanging im-
provement over time.

The LVSSC Board is taking the kaizen
approach toward our three goals:
(1) increasing financial support, (2) increasing
community awareness of our mission, and (3) in-
creasing volunteer involvement, particularly by
seeking new Board members with diversified tal-
ents. If you have ideas for improvements related
to Literacy Volunteers, please phone me at-412
0107 or email me at sandymac@comcast.net.

Literacy Volunteers has been training and
supporting volunteer tutors for 27 years and has
implemented many big and small improvements

during that ti me. I
rolling. o
ASuccess is the sum
repeated day in and

~ Robert J. Collier, writer and publisher,
(18851950)

Volunteer Opportunity

We are talking with Venice Regional
Medical Center about tutoring some of their em-
ployees in English as a Second Language.
Wedbre | ooking for ESL
terested in participating in this summer program.
Tutors may be willing to do this in addition to
t heir current student (
summer and would probably only require a few
hours one day per week. Familiarity with hospi-
tal s mi g ht be helpful,
quirement. If this sounds interesting and you
will be available for about 12 weeks in June
through August, pleaseraail your name, phone
number, and any other pertinent information to
lvssc@verizon.net and mention Hospital Work-

place Literacy.
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' We Are Pleased

New Beartds co
M%mbgra panes h e
Joe Giorgianni  ha

been a local wedding ph
tographer for over twen
years and writes a humor
column for the Venice Gondolier Sun newspa-

per. Joe plans to use his public speaking and
media talents to benefit Literacy Volunteers.

He has a history of helping children and adults
improve their lives through education, and be-

gan tutoring an ESL student in February after
taking the ESL tutor training class.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

North Port Introductory Meeting for
Prospective ESL Tutors
- Sat. May 9, 10:00 11:00
North Port Library Conf. Rm.
RSVP not needed. If you know
someone in North Port who might
be inierested ip heeomipgzan ESL
tutor, please tell them about this
meeting. A tutor training class will
o s ma Pejschedglgd in Jate g/lz’iy or early
| a o dupe for Nogth Port volunteers.
Tators Talking to Tutors
- Thurs. May 14, 10:00 12:00,
Venice Library Conference Rm.
Venice ESL Tutor Training Class
- May 18, 20, 21, and 27 from 9:00
to 12:00. Venice Library
Conference Room. Call LVSSC
Office to sign up.

tutors who would be 1in-
Thanks, Plantation Community!
The Plantation Community Foundation
S )grartetl 82080 tol LkePady VdluRtéeds forf trin-
ing materials. This money will be used to
replenish English as a Second Language text
Bdbks. Citerady &bluhiedrs dpfrdtiates tife
continuing support of the Plantation Community
Foundation. They are fulfilling their purpose of
enhancing community life and welfare in South
Sarasota County by awarding grants to 41-non
profit organizations.
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New ESL Tutors

Congratulations to the ESL tutors who completed their training with Pat Swindler in February anc
March, 2009, in Venice and North Port classes. Volunteer Tutors are the backbone of this organization. C
motto is LITERACY CHANGES LIVES tutors make it happen!

North Port Class: (L to R) Patty Longo, Giselle Venice class: (Seated L to R) Jean Lange, Carolyn

Conte, Ann Lieberman; (Standing L to R) John
Beyernheimer, Pauline Hammer, Eleanor Barth,
Ingrid Padgett, and Joe Giorgianni.

Laroda, Suzanne Perrone

Deal Me In for
Literacy

On March 19, our third
annual Card and Game
Party fundraiser at Aston
Gardens raised $1,000 for
Literacy Volunteers.
Seventy card and game
players enjoyed an after-
noon of Bridge, Hand and
Foot, Scrabble, Domi-

noes, or Mah Jong.
The O6Teacup Auctionb

Aston Gardens provided delicious refreshments. The following local businesses donated prizes |
t he fTe ac ubealld DepdrtinemtnSiore, Brindley's Liquor Wine and Cheese Shop, Dick's
Shoes of Venice, Edible Arrangements, Hallmark Cards and Gifts, Hi Tech Cleaners, Islan
Squeeze Restaurant, Kumo Japanese Restaurant, Le Petit Jardin French Restaurant, Metro Nail
Puebl o Mexican Restaurant, Opheliabs Pasta F
Gold, Rib City Restaurant, Shamrock Family Salon, Signature Fine Art, Star Nails, Thai Bistro, Th
Cat's Meow, The Scarlet Macaw, Venice Theatre, Village Florist, and Yellow Sub Sandwich Shoy
Novels donated by Book&-Million were awarded as table prizes.
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