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Annual Citizenship Class 

 The Citizenship class began Thursday, January 21 and will continue to March 25.  This yearôs students 

are from England, Canada, Germany, Haiti, Mexico, Peru, Poland, China, Togo, and Brazil.  Their reasons for 

seeking U.S. Citizenship include wanting to vote, travel with a U.S. passport, and making it easier to bring 

family members to America.  Participants have been living in the United States as few as three years and as 

many as 40. 

 The class includes preparing the application for Citizenship and studying for the test students will take 

in Tampa at the Office of the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).  The citizenship 

test includes questions related to U.S. history, geography, and government.  Although not covered 

in the Citizenship Class, the USCIS will also measure the applicantsô ability to understand, speak, read, and 

write English.   

 Upon completion of the class, students will know the answers to the 100 potential questions they could 

be asked.  A sampling of these questions includes:  1. How many stripes are on the U.S. flag?  2. Who is the 

Bob Knower, 
second from the left 
at the table, is the 
class instructor. 

Chief Justice on the 

Supreme Court to-

day?  3. In what 

year was the Con-

stitution written?  4. 

Whatôs one right 

guaranteed by the 

First Amendment?  

And 5. How many 

Supreme Court Jus-

tices are there?  To 

pass, applicants 

must answer at least 

six out of ten ques-

tions correctly.   

        ---Bob Knower 
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Presidentôs Corner 
 Itôs Februaryétime for FUN and FUND-

RAISING for Literacy Volunteers.  On Thurs.,  

Feb. 25, weôll hold our 4th Annual ñDeal Me Inò 

Card and Game Party.  This party raised $1,000 

for Literacy Volunteers last year, and we hope to do 

even better this year.  The party will be at a new 

location, Village on the Isle.  Board members are 

collecting prizes now for the popular ñTea Cup 

Auction.ò  Books-A-Million has donated an  

American Girl doll named Rebecca Rubin that 

someone will win for a lucky little girl.   

 Two days later on Saturday morning, Feb. 

27, the 4th Annual United Way Walk-A-Thon will be 

held in downtown Venice.  Our Team Captain, 

Priscilla Miranda, has provided all the details in 

this Newsletter.  Please call today for Card Party 

reservations and to sign up for the Walk-A-Thon.  I 

hope to see you there!         ðSandy McIntyre 

Tutors Talking to Tutors 
 Our Tutors Talking to Tutors session on December 3 was an informative presentation by Ronnie 

Caruso on ñTips and Techniques for Teaching English Pronunciation.ò  There were 24 of us in attendance, and 

Ronnie began by asking each of us to tell the country of origin of our student and the pronunciation problems 

that we were encountering.  Some of the valuable tips Ronnie gave us included having the student learn 

the pronunciation before showing them the word; repeating the vowel sounds many times, i.e., ñhat and 

hot;ò having the student look at you while you make gestures to describe what is going on in the mouth when 

you say the word.  He discussed the value of pronunciation drills; how to tackle problems with long words; 

and recommended crossing out misleading letters to aid in pronunciation, i.e., change ñaskedò to ñast,ò or 

ñanswerò to ñanser.ò  Most importantly, Ronnie advised us to make up practice sentences for the particular 

problems our student is having, and as tutors remembering that overcoming pronunciation problems takes 

time.  We must be patient!! 

 Our next Tutors Talking to Tutors session will be on Friday, March 19 at Jacaranda Library from 10:30 

a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Be sure to note the location change.  The Circulation Desk will inform you of the room 

they have reserved for us.  We will begin with an informal session of Tutors Talking to Tutors.  We want 

to hear what youôre doing with your student.  It would be great to hear from those of you who tried some 

of the techniques that Ronnie taught us.  We also plan to show a brief DVD on linguistics.  ---Priscilla Miranda 
 

Welcome New Board Memberð

Leslie Yard 
     Leslie and her hus-

band have been in Ven-

i c e  f o r  s e v e n 

years.  Originally from 

St. Louis, Leslie worked 

in Student Services at 

St. Louis Community 

C o l le g e  fo r  3 0 

years.  After moving to 

Venice, Leslie was the 

career advisor and manager of the Venice Office 

of the Womenôs Resource Center of Sarasota 

County until 2007.  Since then she has been active 

in the Venice Area Chamber of Commerce and 

their Education and Business Development Com-

mittee.  Leslie hopes her knowledge of the com-

munity will be helpful to Literacy Volunteers of 

South Sarasota County as they seek to expand 

their services to people in our area. 

Pictured left to right.  

Back:  John Saynor, Ken Nathanson, Ingrid 

Ranstrom, Bill Atz 

Front:  Elaine Roeter, Sue O'Brien, Sara Atz, 

Doris Harper  

ESL Tutors Trained in Venice, 
January 2010 


