
  

 

Literacy Volunteers 
of South Sarasota County 

 
300 Nokomis Ave. S. 

Venice, FL  34285 

Phone: (941) 488-8994 

e-mail:  lvssc@verizon.net 

www.literacychangeslives.org 

 

Literacy 

Changes 

Lives 

Serving the people of 

Englewood, Laurel, 

Nokomis, North Port, 

Osprey and Venice 

November 2011 

The Student as Teacher 

by Robin Blair  

On Saturday afternoon, she is a student in an    

advanced ESL conversation and writing class. 

Three days later, she is a teacher, leading a       

Literacy Volunteers ESL class of Hispanic        

beginners as they experience the challenge and 

fun of speaking English. Silvia Uzcategui, a na-

tive of Caracas, Venezuela who moved to the 

U.S. in 2006, epitomizes the American phrase 

ñstepping up.ò Silvia stepped up in May when 

Literacy   Volunteers of South Sarasota County 

needed her help.  

 

LVSSC had a group of Hispanic students who  

were absolute beginners, but not nearly enough   

individual tutors with even modest Spanish-

language skills. But the organization did have Bob Knower, a  seasoned ESL tutor who is fluent in Spanish 

and who wanted to teach a beginner class. It was a perfect match ï almost.   The only problem was, Bob is 

a snowbird and LVSSC didnôt want to make the students wait six months, until October when Bob         

returned. Sometimes, beginnersô motivation just wonôt last that long. The organization asked Silvia if she 

would teach the class during the summer and early fall months.   Instantly, she said yes and soon after 

called the individual students, introduced herself and explained in Spanish what the class would be about 

and where they should come each Tuesday night. 

 

ñIôm happy to give back to the organization that gave me so much,ò she says.  She references the two years 

she worked feverishly with LVSSC tutor Diane Lombard, and she credits Diane with teaching her the    

nuances of correct English.  Today, they remain great friends.  

Silvia Uzcategui joins some of her classmates from the Saturday afternoon 

conversation class.  (Pictured l to r)  Susana Gero, Petra Hyskova, Silvia 

Uzcategui, and Marlene Khiyami 
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Presidentôs Corner 

Welcome back to those who leave our sunny clime for cooler summer spots.  We look forward to having you all on 

board for another busy and productive season.  Year around residents like to think of summer as our slow season, but 

as you will see in these pages, much has happened over the summer and more is planned to come.   

If you have a Facebook account, weôd like you as a fan of our new Facebook page.   A new multi-talented ESL tutor, 

Ryan Messer, created the page and also designed our new logo which you may have noticed on the first page.  To 

become a fan, first locate the page by typing ñLiteracy Volunteers of South Sarasota Countyò in the Facebook 

ñSearchò box and then click on the               button.   Iôve posted photos from our April Luncheon and past tutor 

training classes.  Youôre welcome to add your comments.   

We posted a project on the Gulf Coast Gives website www.gulfcoastgives.org/projects/410 to raise money to buy 

LitStart tutor resource manuals.  We hoped to attract donors throughout the county who are looking at that site for 

worthwhile organizations to support.  However, some people have indicated theyôre uncomfortable using their credit 

card online.  If you feel that way, but would like to donate, an alternate method is to mail a check to the Literacy 

Volunteers office and indicate itôs for LitStart books.  

The Venice Area Chamber of Commerce Education and Business Development Committee presented their Spotlight 

Award for October to Literacy Volunteers of South Sarasota County.  The non-profit organizations that receive the 

Spotlight Award are automatic nominees for Business of the Year in the Non/Not-For-Profit Category.  

Our efforts to make Literacy Volunteers well known in South County are continuing.  Weôve started a new Speakers       

Bureau.  If you belong to an organization that invites program speakers to your meetings, please ask the program 

planners to consider a program on Adult Literacy and Literacy Volunteers.  Contact the Literacy Office via e-mail or 

telephone to request a Program Speaker.  Please help spread the word about Literacy Volunteers.   

            Sandy McIntyre 

 

On July 17, 2011, Priscilla Miranda, Secretary of Literacy  Volunteers, 

passed away after courageously fighting kidney disease for several 

years.   

Priscilla joined Literacy Volunteers in April 2008, and she and her first 

ESL student were featured on the front of the February 2009 Newsletter.   

Pricilla served on the LVSSC Board of Directors since October 2008 as 

Vice President and then as Secretary, which she said was the perfect job 

for a former English teacher.   

In July 2010, despite serious health problems, Priscilla tutored a Polish 

woman who was visiting family here for four months.  Priscilla said the 

fun they had together made her feel better than any medicine.   

Two new bookcases have been purchased for the Venice office with me-

morial donations given in her memory. 

Priscillaôs enthusiasm and sense of  humor will be missed by all who 

knew her.   

Priscilla Miranda 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://techliberation.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/facebook_like_button_big.jpg&imgrefurl=http://techliberation.com/2011/05/20/privacy-solutions-how-to-block-facebooks-like-button-and-other-social-widgets/&usg=__nG7S
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FINANCIAL REPORT  
 
The following is a summary of LVSSCôs income/expenses 
for the year ending June 30, 2011: 
 
Income 
United Way of So. Sarasota Co. $4,921 
Grants $4,580 
Memberships $3,540 
Contributions  $4,150 
Fundraisers   $2,950 
Total Income $20,141 
 
Sarasota Librariesô facilities PRICELESS! 
 
Expenses 
Salary/Payroll Tax $9,412 
Copier Maintenance (3 yrs.) $2,540 
Training Materials $1,954 
Phone/Voicemail/E-Mail $1,215 
Postage and Printing $913 
Directors & Officers Insurance $799 
Recognition & Training $347 
Office Supplies $289 
Community Outreach Project $216 
State Fees & Chamber Mbrshp. $210 
State & National Literacy Affil.  $149 
Total Expense $18,044 
 
Net Income $2,097 
   
                ---MaryEllen Gaspich, Treasurer 
 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT!  

$1,000 or more 

Linda Clark 
Plantation Community Foundation 
The Community Foundation at the Venice Golf &  
 Country Club 
United Way of South Sarasota County 
 
$500 - $999 

Robin Blair 
Lorraine & George Cooper 
Women of the Moose 
Women's Sertoma Club of Venice, Inc. 
Manasota Key Book Club members and friends 
 
$100 - $499 

Liz Bruckman 
King's Gate Club Round Table 
Sandy and Chuck McIntyre  
Lenee and Konrad Owens 
Nancy and David Pike 
Polly Skinner 
Ruth Williams 
 

 

 

$50 - $99 

Barbara & Dennis Gahry 
MaryEllen Gaspich 
Frank & Margaret Kaprive 
Pat Swindler  
Margaret and John Woods III  
 
$49 or less 

Nancy Behning 
Sergio Beruffi 
Olive and David Calvert  
Marybeth Catizone  
Mr. & Mrs. M.C. Hollenbeck 
Diane Kivari  
Jeanne Lange  
Sheila McClintock-Fraser 
Meg Moreau  
Sidney Motchan  
Doug Roach 
Marilyn & Frank Rom 
Ruth and Fred Toms  
Jean West-Walker  
 

Thanks to everyone who donated to the Venice and North 

Port Walk-A-Thons including the Kingôs Gate Club Team 

and the Manasota Key Book Club.   

 

"Deal Me In" Card and Game Party  in February raised 

$1,645.  Thanks to Village on the Isle for hosting this 

event. 

 

Thanks to these businesses for donating prizes: 

Barbaraôs Hair Salon 
Books-A-Million  
Brindleyôs Liquor, Wine and Cheese 
Classy Claws at Barbaraôs Hair Salon 
CrossRoads American Grill 
Ivy Steak House 
James Griffith Salon 
Le Petit Jardin French Café 
Masellaôs Auto Repair 
mi Pueblo Mexican Restaurant 
Norma Jeanôs Bar and Grill 
Opheliaôs Fish & Pasta House 
Razorôs Edge Hair Salon 
Reflections in Gold 
Scarlet Macaw of Venice 
Sharkyôs on the Pier 
Thai Bistro 
Top Notch Xpress Wash 
Venice Theatre 
Venice Wine & Coffee 
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 Recent Events 

Tutors Talking to Tutors (TTTT)  

Before heading into summer activities, on May 14,   

Leslie Yard, Literacy Volunteers Program Coordinator, 

and Esther Bird, Tutor Trainer, presented another 

Tutors Talking to Tutors workshop designed to allow 

tutors to share one anotherôs ideas. 

Ernie Coleman spoke on the Rosetta Stone Program, 

how it works and how it can enhance the tutoring       

experience.  He was followed by Ann Hall, the Venice 

Library Manager who explained how to access and use 

the Sarasota County Libraryôs MANGO language 

program and its value in tutoring ESL students.  Esther 

Bird enthusiastically talked about the difficulties and 

frustrations that both tutors and students experience in 

the learning process, which led into a lively discussion 

by tutor participants on their success with various 

techniques.   Ruth Toms discussed best practices and 

networking.  About 25 tutors attended the program. 

Workshops on this theme were also conducted in July 

and September and another is scheduled for November 

22 in North Port. 

Leslie Yard and Esther Bird at Tutors Talking to Tutors Program 

Attendee Tutors discussing useful techniques  

Itôs TTTT Time Again - Join Us 

All tutors are welcome to attend a Tutors   

Talking to Tutors workshop and refresher    

session at the North Port Library on 

Tuesday, November 22, from 2:30 ï 4:30 

PM. 

September TTTT in Jacaranda Library Youth Activity Room 


