Literacy Volunteers
of South Sarasota County

English Express
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The desire to learn can come at any age, and
turning that desire into action can change your
life. Miryam Palacio of North Port is proof.
She came to the U.S. from Colombia more
than 30 years ago with her husband and
daughter. They settled in New York where
Miryam had family. Both parents soon found
jobs, began working, built a life for themselves
and had two more daughters. And 30 years
raced by.
For all of those years, Miryam was like
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who come to Ameri ca b ult =Gy | : : .
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normal life in America and for Miryam to
continue speaking only Spanish. Today, her Gail tutors Miryam weekly at the library, and
three daughters -- all grown, and all fluent in Miryam also faithfully attends two classes
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not so many Spanish-speaking relatives. It was
then Miryam became curious about language:
Could she possibly learn to speak English here
in Florida? Was it too late? Would she be able
to study and remember? Who would help her?
And most importantly -- how exactly would she
accomplish all this?

Voyager and Endeavor, and are major users of
Duolingo online. Gail comes from New York
too, but has lived in Florida for 27 years. She
was trained to tutor i
always wanted to do this, for as long as | can
remember.
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President 6s Corner

| am pleased to have been recruited as President of LVSSC. | am
returning to this rewarding work after a 7 year hiatus. My husband
John and | thoroughly enjoyed tutoring at an earlier time. Before
retiring, | was an Administrative Secretary in a large suburban school
district in New York.

It is important that we all work together to move our program forward
in a positive manner. With this in mind, Joe Pokorney has agreed to
be our Vice President. | will manage operations in North Port and he
will supervise those in Venice.

Together we will work with tutors to improve their experience and
support their efforts. We encourage you to express both your
successes AND your concerns. We are open to any and all
suggestions.

Donodt wai t to be Naskedo, make the effort to vol

Our most important goal is to serve the adults in our communities to the best of our ability. Please
join me in our Literacy work 1 togetherwe A CAN mak e a dnithefivesroéathers ia our
area.

-- Jan Gallas

Welcome New Board Member - Mary Seyler

Mary is a retired elementary and high school teacher who taught in North
Bergen, N.J. for 40 years. Following her retirement a friend introduced her
to Literacy Volunteers of Monmouth County, N.J. She spent several years
there working with adult immigrants who wanted to learn English so they
could achieve their goals including getting better jobs and helping their
children with homework.

Since moving to North Port five years ago, Mary joined the Suncoast
Education Assistance Fund and Literacy Volunteers of South Sarasota
County. This past April she was asked to join the Board. Mary thoroughly
4 enjoys teaching English to adult immigrants so they can fulfill their
ambitions. With her rich background in Adult Education, we are delighted
to have Mary in a leadership position.
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Venice Literacy Office is Open for Business
Photos courtesy of Rob Christy, Rob Christy Photography.

Home sweet home! Beginning on Oct. 4th, the
Venice office of Literacy Volunteers of South
Sarasota County (LVSSC) happily moved into
its new headquarters in the Hamilton Building,
behind Venice Theater on Venice island, fol-
lowing the Feb. 1, 2016 closure of Venice
Public Library (VPL). The Hamilton Building
will serve as Venice Public Library and the
home of Literacy Volunteers until a new library
is built. The formal address for both VPL and
LVSSC is 260 N. Nokomis Ave., Venice FL
34285.
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ESL student Edna Schauer (left) picked up some
grammar points from veteran tutor Joe Giorgianni
(right) when both visited the new LVSSC location
in October.

LVSSC President Jan Gallas gratefully
acknowledged the generosity of the City of
Venice, the County of Sarasota, and
especially the staff of Venice Public Library.
AWe are so pl eased to
where we can again serve the literacy needs

of the community, and provide our Venice
tutors with a real [
AnWe are grateful to be
move and to have our services based at the
public library. This is an institution we value,
and we want to remain

Literacy Office Coordinator Sharon Betterton is
already hard at work in the new office location.

Coordinator Sharon Betterton is happy too,
since she graciously ran the LVSSC office
from her own home since February. Kudos to
Sharon for being such a generous and helpful
team player! She now occupies a 170 square
foot office on the second floor of the Hamilton/
Library building, with excellent space for our
copier, our library of literacy books, and even
a smal |l table for mee

office hours are Monday, Wednesday and
Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 pm. (closing for lunch
from 11 a.m. to noon). Tutors -- stop by and
say hello. Enjoy our new digs.
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ESL Student Amazes His Tutor

Harry came here through the Venice
Theater in 2014. He was part of the
Armenian group presenting an original
play at the Community Theater Inter-
national Festival. His English was so
limited that he got severely sunburned
on the beach because he did not
understand our warnings and failed to
the use sunblock we offered. Soon he
became a student of LVSSC.

Because he understood Russian, that was the
language we used for computer translations.
There was no translation program for
Armenian, an ancient language that uses a
unique alphabet.

Harry learned faster than we ever imagined.
Within a few months he was using humorous
idioms and making jokes in English. He not
only learned to speak English very quickly but

could read and write within a year (although
his spelling is still interesting). Harry passed
his driverods test,
ried an American girl, held a full time job as a
handyman for a hotel and purchased his own
car. Recently Harry attended truck driving
school, finishing first in his class and now he
drives an 18 wheeler around the country.
While he is earning a great salary he is seeing
his beloved America.

More Info About New Venice Office from Sharon Betterton

We are located on the second floor of the
Hamilton Building. Our office area also houses
our resource library, our copier, and a space
that can be used for tutoring. We also have an
additional space adjacent to our office which
can be used as a tutoring location.

If you are interesting in reserving either space
for tutoring sessions, please notify me, and |
will put you on the room reservation schedule.
If you would like to look at our resource library,
take out materials, or make copies, you are
welcome in the office at any time.

The door to the office will remain unlocked, and
access will be available whenever the library is
open.

Since the Venice Literacy Office is through a
door mar ked AEmMpl oyees
will take you to the office initially. It would be
best to meet your student downstairs in the
main Library area. If you have a Literacy Volun-
teers nametag, please wear it when you come
to the office. If you need a nametag, please let
me know.

Our new phone number and email address is:
941-861-1352, Venice.Literacy@gmail.com.

Please return any Venice materials that you are
not currently using with your student to the
Venice Literacy Office. Tutors who use the
Jacaranda or Elsie Quirk Libraries can return
books using the Library Delivery System. Give
the materials to the librarians, and address the
envelope to Sharon Betterton/LVSSC/Venice.

Thank you for your cooperation and patience
during our office transition!
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